CHRISTOPHER SPARKS

1985 Tuscorora Rd.• Charlottesville, VA 22903

(434) 656-6666 • Sparks@email.com
EDUCATION

University of Virginia (UVa), Charlottesville, VA, May 2008

B.S. Biology 
G.P.A. 3.0 overall; 3.3 in major

Related Coursework: Organic Chemistry I & II, Statistical Analysis, Principles of Physics I, Biomedical Ethics, Biology of Infectious Diseases, Biological Training, Genetic Engineering, Molecular & Cellular Biology
RELATED EXPERIENCE

Researcher, Biology Department, Charlottesville, VA, Fall 2006-present
• Perform laboratory and literature research on molecular basis of vertebrae circadian clock.

Investigate expression and functional domains of clock gene cryptochrome using luciferase gene reporter system transfected in COS-7 and NIH3T3 cell lines. 

Present data at weekly lab meetings and collaborate with other researchers. 

Assistant, La Selva Biological Station, Monteverde, Costa Rica, Fall 2006-Winter 2007

• Spent two weeks conducting research on ecological genetics with Dr. Deborah Lawrence.

• Collected soil, root, and leaf samples from various sites in field. 

• Began chemical analysis in environmental science’s lab after returning to UVa January.

• Results will be written up in manuscript form and submitted for publication in international journal in Summer 2007.

Research Assistant, Environmental Sciences, Charlottesville, VA, Spring 2005-Fall 2006
• Assisted with major lab study for Dr. Deborah Lawrence.
• Collaborated with graduate student on nutrient recycling in the rainforest by helping to process leaf litter samples.
• Organized and set up environmental sciences lab for student and faculty use.
ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCE

Lifeguard, Benjamin Franklin Park, Philadelphia, PA, Summers 2005 & 2006
• Managed staff of three lifeguards and two concession workers.
• Ensured safety of all visitors to pool and pool area.
• Instructed children-adults in swimming lessons.
• Gained certifications in child and adult rescue, CPR, and community first aid

Eagle Scout, Boys Scouts of America, Philadelphia, PA, Summer 2004

• Organized community service project involving landscaping and planting of trees at local churches.
• Led 30 scouts and adults to volunteer total of over 130 hours of public service.

COMPUTER SKILLS

• Terralode 4

• Microsoft Office applications

